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Senate Majority Leader Speaker

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Hakeem Jeftries
Senate Minority Leader House Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

October 29, 2026

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Speaker Johnson, Minority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader
Jeffries:

As founders, business leaders, and investors building American clean technology companies, we
urge Congress to pass the Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act (BAAJA) this year.
We thank Senators Capito, Lee, Whitehouse, and Heinrich for building a bipartisan path to the
infrastructure America needs to lower energy costs, power a growing economy, and maintain its
technological leadership.

Each year that Congress delays permitting reform carries real costs in postponed investment,
deferred hiring, slower commercialization, and missed opportunities to strengthen America's
economy, security, and competitive edge.

Collectively, our companies employ thousands of Americans across more than 25 states and have
raised more than $6 billion in private capital. We are building projects across geothermal, energy
storage, fusion, advanced solar, transmission and distribution, critical minerals, carbon
management, and other sectors that will help lower costs for consumers, improve energy access,
enhance resilience, and address critical supply chain gaps. Our teams are working to deliver
affordable, reliable power and materials that reduce dependence on foreign suppliers.

We are committed to protecting the environment, partnering with local communities, and
meeting rigorous regulatory standards. Projects should be built responsibly, with meaningful



public engagement and thorough environmental review. We do not need to lower review
standards; we need clear decision points and predictable processes.

Today, more than 2,000 gigawatts of proposed energy projects are stuck in interconnection
queues, and major federal reviews average 4.5 years. For a startup, delays like these can be fatal:
investors grow wary, costs climb, and customers look elsewhere. For the country, they mean
ratepayers wait longer for new energy supply that can help keep costs stable, while technologies
invented here are built elsewhere.

BAAIJA offers practical, much-needed fixes, including:

e C(Clearer timelines for federal reviews

e Streamlined agency and court processes

e Greater project certainty, which reduces investment risk
e Predictable pricing to connect to the grid

This bill also opens wholesale electricity markets to energy storage, sets clearer rules for data
centers so that Al growth does not come at ratepayers' expense, and creates a pathway for
interstate transmission that makes the grid more reliable and affordable.

At its core, BAAJA helps innovators spend more time building and less time waiting. It restores
confidence that American projects can move from concept to construction on predictable
timelines.

We ask Congress to pass BAAJA before the end of this session. We welcome the opportunity to
meet with your offices and discuss what these delays mean for our companies and the
communities we serve. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to advancing bipartisan
solutions that strengthen America's economy and industrial capacity.

Sincerely,

Amy Fehir, Chief Development Officer, Activate

Lou Villaire, Co-Owner, Atlasta Solar Center

Tripp Baird, Co-Founder & Managing Partner, Builders Fund

Giana Amador, Executive Director, Carbon Removal Alliance

Ted Dillon, Chief Operating Officer, Clean Energy Ventures

Josh Felser, Managing Partner, Climactic Partners

Trent Bauserman, Head of Federal Affairs, Commonwealth Fusion Systems
Charles Jurczynski, Principal, DevEngine

Dulcie Madden, CEO & Co-Founder, Dig Energy



Dawn Lippert, CEO, Elemental Impact & GP, Earthshot Ventures
Chad Fitzgerald, Vice President of Strategic Partnerships & Public Affairs, Energy Dome
Richard May, PhD, Co-Founder & CTO, Every Electric

Sarah Jewett, Chief Operating Officer, Fervo Energy

Tom Erb, Head of Federal Affairs, Fervo Energy

Caity Smith, President, Geothermal Rising Action

Darren Hau, CEO, Halo Materials, Inc.

Vikrum Aiyer, Head of Global Public Policy, Heirloom

Matthew Lauer, Global Head of Public Affairs, Mercuria

Mason Dykstra, CEO, MinersAl

Caleb Boyd, Co-Founder & President, Molten Industries, Inc.
Tyson White, Managing Partner, Nanuq Capital, LLC

Eric Brown, CEO, Planted Solar

Gabriel VanLoozen, Principal, Powerhouse Ventures

Gabriel Kra, Managing Director, Prelude Ventures

Matthew Eggers, Managing Director, Prelude Ventures

Carlos Araque, President & CEO, Quaise Energy, Inc.

Marc Borrett, CEO, Reactive Technologies USA, Inc.

Robb Hughes, Head of External Affairs, Realta Fusion

Cindy Taff, CEO, Sage Geosystems, Inc.

Kathleen Alexander, CEO, Savor

Dave Kirkpatrick, Co-Founder & Managing Director, SJF Ventures
Nick Cravalho, Founder & Managing Partner, SMB Climate

Jason Scott, Partner, Spring Lane Capital

Nikhil Garg, Partner, Spring Lane Capital

Rob Day, Partner, Spring Lane Capital

Mary Powell, CEO, Sunrun

Silvia Luebben, PhD, CEO, Sustainable Chemicals, Inc.

Leila Banijamali, CEO, Symbium

Stonly Blue, Co-Founder & Managing Partner, Third Sphere

Laura Lammers, Founder and CEO, Travertine

Andrew Ball, Director of Commercial Strategy & Operations and Chief of Staft, TS Conductor
Marco Baresi, Institutional Affairs & Marketing Director, Turboden America, LLC
Tim Heidel, CEO, VEIR

Lucy Darago, Chief Commercial Officer, XGS Energy

Ben Brenner, Director of Federal Affairs, Zanskar

Ryan Umstattd, Vice President of Federal Programs, Zap Energy
Daniel P. Button, Venture Partner



